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Neurology. 1994 Sep;44(9):1593-600. 

Prevalence and types of dementia in the very old: results from the 

Canadian Study of Health and Aging. 
Ebly EM, Parhad IM, Hogan DB, Fung TS. 

• We report on the prevalence of dementia in Canadians age 85 
years and older. The  purpose of this study was to determine 
whether the prevalence of dementia continued to increase in the 
very old, and to define the types of dementia and their relative 
proportions in this age group. We collected data as part of the 
Canadian Study of Health and Aging (1990 to 1992), which 
consisted of a sample of 1,835 subjects from a population of 
283,510 Canadians who were 85 years of age and older residing in 
the community or in institutions.  

• The prevalence of dementia in the 85 years and older group was 
28.5%, more than twice that of the 75- to 84-years cohort. The 
prevalence of dementia of 23% in the 85- to 89-years sample (n = 
1,332) increased to 40% in the 90 to 94 years group (n = 371) and, 
in the 95 years and older sample (n = 104), reached 58%.  

• Overall, Alzheimer's disease (AD; probable or possible) accounted 
for 75% of all dementias; a vascular etiology alone accounted for 
13% of dementias. The proportion of clinically diagnosed AD cases 
to vascular dementia cases increased significantly after age 65 and 
was higher in the 85+ group than in a younger cohort (65 to 84 
years). 
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Dementia UK, 2007 
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Acta Neuropathol. 2010 Apr;119(4):421-33 

Prevalence of dementia disorders in the oldest-old: an autopsy study. 

Jellinger KA, Attems J. 

 

• A retrospective hospital-based study of the relative prevalence of different disorders was 
performed in 1,110 consecutive autopsy cases of demented elderly in Vienna, Austria (66% 
females, MMSE <20; mean age 83.3 +/- 5.4 SD years).  

• Four age groups (7-10th decade) were evaluated.  

• In the total cohort AD pathology was seen in 82.9% ("pure" AD 42.9%; AD + other pathologies 
39.9%), VD in 10.8% (mixed dementia, MIX, i.e. AD + vascular encephalopathy in 5.5%); other 
disorders in 5.7%, and negative pathology in 0.8%.  

• The relative prevalence of AD increased from age 60 to 89 years and decreased slightly 
after age 90+, while "pure" VD diagnosed in the presence of vascular encephalopathy of 
different types with low neuritic AD pathology (Braak stages <3; mean 1.2-1.6) decreased 
progressively from age 60 to 90+; 85-95% of these patients had histories of diabetes, 
morphologic signs of hypertension, 65% myocardial infarction/cardiac decompensation, 
and 75% a history of stroke(s).  

• Morphologic subtypes, subcortical arteriosclerotic (the most frequent), multi-infarct 
encephalopathy, and strategic infarct dementia showed no age-related differences.  

• The relative prevalence of AD + Lewy pathology remained fairly constant with increasing 
age. Mixed dementia and AD with minor cerebrovascular lesions increased significantly 
with age, while other dementias decreased.  

• This retrospective study using strict morphologic criteria confirmed increased prevalence of AD 
with age, but mild decline at age 90+, and progressive decline of VD, while AD + vascular 
pathologies including MIX showed considerable age-related increase, confirming that mixed 
pathologies account for most dementia cases in very old persons.  

• A prospective clinicopathologic study in oldest-old subjects showed a significant increase in both 
AD and cerebral amyloid angiopathy (CAA), but decrease in VD over age 85, while in a small 
group of old subjects CAA without considerable AD pathology may  be an independent risk factor 
for cognitive decline. 
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Popolazione per classi di età, Italia 1991-2051, 
Scenario centrale, dati al 1° gennaio 

ISTAT, 2008 
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ASL Brescia 
• 1.130.000 abitanti 

• circa 19.000 pazienti con demenza potenziali (11.500 circa con 

malattia di Alzheimer) 

• pazienti affetti da demenza censiti attraverso la banca dati ASL: 

12.643 (64% circa dei pazienti potenziali) 

• 3.947 pazienti con malattia di Alzheimer  

• 8.696 pazienti affetti da demenza senile o demenze non 

Alzheimer 

• 83% età superiore a 75 anni 

• 2/3 vivono a domicilio 

• Il 20% dei pazienti è in cure domiciliari e il 5,6% in centri diurni.  

• 4.693 sono ospiti presso le RSA (38% dei pazienti con diagnosi 

nota; 57% della popolazione residente in RSA). 
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ASL Brescia 

prevalenza della demenza 

attesa ed osservata 

attesi osservati % attesi osservati % attesi osservati % 

60-64 448 210 46,9% 622 157 25,2% 1070 367 34,3%

65-74 1520 589 38,7% 2336 682 29,2% 3856 1271 33,0%

75-84 2144 1589 74,1% 5121 3048 59,5% 7265 4637 63,8%

85 e più 1267 1129 89,1% 5914 5079 85,9% 7181 6208 86,5%

tot 5379 3517 65,4% 13993 8966 64,1% 19372 12483 64,4%

m+fm f

I trattati con achei corrispondono all’8.6% dei pazienti 

con AD attesi e al 13.4% di coloro la cui diagnosi è 

nota.  
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